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1. EMBOFFS MET WITH OAKLEY JOHNSON OF US CHAMBER ON 
MARCH 28 SUBSEQUENT TO HIS MEETING WITH FICCI. JOHNSON 
DESCRIBED MEETING WITH FICCI AS CORDIAL AND USEFUL. 
AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED ON ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT 
BUSINESS COUNCIL (JBC) WITH FIRST MEETING TO BE HELD IN 
DELHI IN NOVEMBER - DECEMBER. AGREEMENT ALSO REACHED THAT 
EACH SIDE WOULD NAME APPROXIMATELY 30 MEMBERS. IN FACT, 
JOHNSON EXPECTED THAT NO MORE THAN 15 AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO COME TO DELHI FOR A MEETING AND 

THAT THE OTHER AMERICAN "SLOTS" WOULD BE FILLED BY 
INDIAN REPRESENTATIVES OR BUSINESS PARTNERS. SIMILARLY, 

IN MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON PROBABLY NO MORE THAN 15 INDIAN 
BUSINESSMEN WOULD ACTUALLY ATTEND. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 04400 021401Z 

2. FICCI STAFF STATED THAT FICCI WOULD HANDLE INDIAN MEMBER- 
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SHIP BUT THAT INDO- AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WOULD BE 
PERMITTED TO PLAY SOME ROLE. (WE EXPRESSED OUR DISAPPOINTMENT IN 
THIS APPROACH, SEE BELOW.) HOST COUNTRY'S CHAMBER 
WOULD HANDLE ALL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
MEETING. TRAVEL EXPENSES WOULD BE BORNE BY INDIVIDUALS 
INVOLVED. ON INDIAN SIDE REPRESENTATIVES OF STATE ENTERPRISES 
WOULD BE MEMBERS AND IN NEW DELHI FICCI EXPECTED THAT GOI 
REPRESENTATIVES MIGHT ATTEND MEETINGS. JOHNSON EXPRESSED RES- 
ERVATION ABOUT GOVERNMENTAL ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS BUT 
REALIZES THAT IN PRACTICE THERE IS LITTLE THAT US CHAMBER 
CAN DO TO CHANGE THE SITUATION. JOHNSON DOES NOT ENVISAGE 
ANY USG ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS. 

3. JOHNSON ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN EFFORTS TO DEVELOP US MEMBER- 
SHIP AND CHAIRMAN. WE PROMISED TO FURNISH SUGGESTIONS BY 
LETTER WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE PLEASED THAT GOI HAS GIVEN FICCI GREEN 
LIGHT TO MOVE AHEAD ON JBC AND THAT THIS INTIAL CONTACT HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED WITH US CHAMBER. WE WILL BE HAPPY TO DO ALL 
WE CAN TO ASSIST IN LOCATING AND CONTACTING APPROPRIATE 
AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS. 

5. THE ONLY ISSUE WHICH GIVES US SOME CONCERN IS THE ESSENTIALLY 
TOKEN ROLE RESERVED FOR THE INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER. WE SEE 
LITTEL POINT IN DISCUSSING THIS WITH GOI OR FICCI STAFF. 

UNLESS CONGEN BOMBAY WOULD PREFER EMBASSY TO MAKE APPROACH 
DIRECT, WE RECOMMEND YOU APPROACH HARISH MAHINDRA AND RE- 
QUEST HE DEVELOP A MORE MEANINGFUL ROLE FOR THE IACC. 

PERHAPS WE COULD DISCUSS THIS FURTHER THE NEXT TIME MAHINDRA 
IS IN NEW DELHI. 

SAXBE 
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